Green Jobs and Climate Security Act, S. 3036
S. 3036 Brings Near-Term Emissions Reductions and New Jobs
This week the Senate begins floor debate on the S.3036, the Climate Security Act.
S. 3036 promises to drive investment in areas of renewable energy and energy efficiency, which will lead to the generation of significant
numbers of high quality clean energy jobs. These include employment opportunities that result from the manufacture, installation,
operation, maintenance, service, development and support of clean energy and efficiency projects. These jobs are often related to
specific structures or locations and cannot typically be outsourced.
Through auction proceeds and emission allowances directed to renewable energy and energy efficiency technologies, S. 3036 could
create millions of new jobs and produce greenhouse gas emissions reductions in the near term. According to recent studies, including
one by the Apollo Alliance in conjunction with the non-partisan Perryman Group, significant investment in renewable energy and energy
efficiency would add more than 3.3 million jobs over a 10 year period. i The analysis also found that investments of:
•
•
•
•

Nearly $50 billion in renewable energy technologies could result in nearly 1 million new jobs
$76 billion in manufacturing of energy efficient durable goods would create over 900 thousand new jobs
$90 billion in building energy efficiency would yield over 800,000 jobs
Nearly $100 billion in public transit and transportation infrastructure would create over 650,000 new jobs

The Public Demands a Shift to an Alternative Energy Economy
A 2007 poll conducted for the Center for American Progress showed that 79% of respondents “believe that shifting to new, alternative
energy production will help America’s economy and create jobs, not cost American jobs.” Only 17% disagreed. ii

The Promise of Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency
Recent reports and studies are uncovering and supporting the notion that greater investment in renewable energy and energy efficiency
will produce employment for significant numbers of Americans.
•

The American Solar Energy Society (ASES) reports that in 2006, the renewable energy and energy efficiency sectors created
almost 8.5 million green jobs. iii

•

A report from the American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy shows that currently, over 1.6 million US jobs are
supported by energy efficiency related investments. iv

•

Analysis by the Renewable and Appropriate Energy Laboratory at Berkley showed that the renewable energy sector “generates
more jobs per megawatt of power installed, per unit of energy produced, and per dollar of investment” than traditional energy
sources. v
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A number of studies indicate that investment in these sectors will further contribute to the employment of American workers in high
quality green jobs and enhance our economic competitiveness looking forward.
•

Moving to an energy supply that is 25% renewable, with significant contributions of biomass, would create over 5 million new
jobs by 2025, according to a report by the RAND Corporation and the University of Tennessee. vi

•

ASES describes an aggressive renewable energy and energy efficiency deployment program which would generate more than
40 million jobs by 2030. This would represent nearly one in four US jobs, strengthening the American economy. vii

•

The California-based group Redefining Progress estimates that clean energy can produce 652,000 U.S. jobs in 10 years, and
1.4 million by 2025, including 240,000 jobs in the manufacturing sector. viii

•

The Department of Energy recently predicted that a significant investment in wind power leading to the generation of 20% of
US electricity would yield over 6.2 million jobs by 2030. ix
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The Business Council for Sustainable Energy is a broad-based coalition that represents companies and trade associations in the energy
efficiency, renewable energy and natural gas industries. Members include power developers, equipment manufacturers, independent
generators, retailers, green power marketers, and gas and electric utilities, as well as several of the primary trade associations in the
renewable energy, energy efficiency and natural gas industries. The Council and its members have been working consistently with
state, federal and international policymakers on market-based measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions since its inception in the
early 1990s. The coalition supports the establishment of market-based programs for clean energy technology innovation and
deployment, economic efficiency and enhanced energy security.
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