BCSE:  American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Report, August 10, 2009 
This report presents recent announcement and implementation activities associated with ARRA-funded programs.   

Highlights include: 
· Funding Announcements:

· DOE Announces $32M for Hydroelectric Facility Modernization
· DOE Previews $22M for Community Renewable Energy Deployment Projects
· DOE Announces $57M to Advance Smart Grid Development
· Treasury / DOE Accepting Applications for Funding Renewable Energy Projects 

· Obama Administration Announces Billions in Lending Authority for Renewable Energy Projects and to Modernize the Grid

· Update: Obama Administration Awards $162M for Additional State Energy Programs
· DOE Releases National Wind Power Assessment Report
Funding Announcements:
DOE Announces $32M for Hydroelectric Facility Modernization:

DOE is soliciting applications from industry members or industry-led partnerships that propose to develop, deploy, and test hydropower projects that would modernize the existing hydropower infrastructure in the U.S. and increase both the quantity and value of hydropower generation, including environmental performance.  The program will focus on supporting the deployment of turbines and control technologies to increase and maximize system generation at existing non-Federal hydroelectric facilities.  Financial assistance will be provided to a variety of hydropower projects that can be developed without significant modifications to dams and with a minimum of regulatory delay.  Projects should be able to demonstrate improved environmental performance, such as a reduction in the rate of fish mortality at project sites or an increase in concentration of dissolved oxygen surrounding the project sites.  Proposed projects should be able to demonstrate improved quantity and quality (value) of energy produced, through increased efficiency and enhanced environmental performance.  Projects that propose to use advanced technologies that improve upon on technologies or operations in common use are preferred. 

For more information on this FOA, please visit: Link
DOE Previews up to $22M for Community Renewable Energy Development Projects:

July 15th, DOE announced plans to provide up to $22 million from the ARRA to support the planning and installation of utility-scale community renewable energy projects in up to four communities nationwide. The DOE Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy will provide technical assistance to selected recipients, including concepts, best practices, planning, financial approaches, policy guidance, and recognition to help communities rapidly plan and deploy utility-scale renewable energy systems that provide clean, reliable and affordable energy supplies for their communities, while creating jobs and new economic development opportunities. The projects will demonstrate how multiple renewable energy technologies, including solar, wind, biomass and geothermal systems, can be deployed at scale to supply clean energy to communities.

For full text of this announcement, please visit: Link
DOE Announces up to $57M to Advance Smart Grid Development:

July 20th, Energy Secretary Chu announced delivery of more than $47 million in ARRA funding for eight projects to further smart grid demonstration projects in seven states.  Secretary Chu also announced $10.5 million in ARRA funding available for local governments to develop emergency preparedness plans for their electrical systems.  The $47 million in ARRA awards will support existing projects that are advancing demonstration-scale smart grid technologies that will play an important role in modernizing the country’s electricity grid.  This investment will add to the $17 million in funds the Department had awarded these projects in 2008 following a competitive award process.  The $10.5 million to increase the nation’s energy security is available for local governments to apply for competitive energy assurance grants ranging between $60,000 and $300,000.  The funding will help cities and counties create jobs, while developing strong emergency response plans that they can rely on during energy emergencies and supply disruptions. This funding adds to the nearly $40 million previously announced for state-level energy assurance planning. 

For more information on this announcement and to view the FOA, please visit: Link
Treasury / DOE Now Accepting Applications for Funding Renewable Energy Projects
July 31st, U.S. Department of the Treasury and the U.S. Department of Energy announced they are now accepting applications for a program that will make direct payments in lieu of tax credits to companies that create and place in service renewable energy facilities. The two Departments estimate distributing at least $3 billion in ARRA financial support to approximately 5,000 bio-mass, solar, wind, and other types of renewable energy production facilities. 

The ARRA authorized Treasury to make direct payments to companies that create and place in service renewable energy facilities beginning January 1, 2009.  Under the new program, applicants would agree to forgo future tax credits in favor of an immediate reimbursement of a portion of the property expense.  DOE will assist Treasury in implementing this program by reviewing the technical merits of the applications.  Earlier this year, Treasury and Energy held a stakeholder outreach conference call to assist companies in applying for the program. They also made available in advance the program’s terms and conditions, guidance, and a sample application so that companies could prepare applications in advance of the launch of the web-based application, aimed at expediting the distribution of program funds to eligible businesses.

 

Companies interested in applying for the program should visit: Link
Obama Administration Announces Billions in Lending Authority for Renewable Energy Projects and to Modernize the Grid
July 29th, Secretary Chu announced DOE will provide up to $30 billion in loan guarantees, depending on the applications and market conditions, for renewable energy projects. Another $750 million will support several billion dollars more in loan guarantees for projects that increase the reliability, efficiency and security of the nation’s transmission system. The two new loan guarantee solicitations announced today are being funded partly through the ARRA and partly through 2009 appropriations. The lending authority includes:

· $8.5B in lending authority supported by 2009 appropriations for renewable energy.

· $2B in subsidy costs, provided by ARRA, to support loans for renewable energy and electric power transmission projects.

· $500M in subsidy costs, provided by ARRA, to support loans for bio-fuel projects.

· $750M in subsidy costs, provided by the Recovery Act, to support loans for large transmission infrastructure projects in the U.S. that use commercial technologies and begin construction by September 30, 2011.

The two solicitations mark the sixth and seventh rounds of solicitations by the Department’s Loan Guarantee Program, which encourages the commercial use of new or improved energy technologies to foster clean energy projects. Applications will be accepted over the next 45 days. 

For full text of this press release, please visit: Link
For full text of the solicitation announcement (including application form, requirements, and eligibly), please visit: Link
For analysis of this announcement by Stoel Rives LLP, please visit: Link
Update: Obama Administration Awards additional $162M for State Energy Programs
July 20th, Secretary Chu announced more than $162 million in ARRA funding to support energy efficiency and renewable energy projects in Colorado, Delaware, Indiana, Louisiana, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and Puerto Rico.  Under DOE’s State Energy Program (SEP), states and territories have proposed statewide plans that prioritize energy savings, create or retain jobs, increase the use of renewable energy, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The remaining 50% of funds will be released once states meet reporting, oversight, and accountability milestones required by the Recovery Act.  Activities eligible for SEP funding include energy audits, building retrofits, education and training efforts, transportation programs to increase the use of alternative fuels and hybrid vehicles, and new financing mechanisms to promote energy efficiency and renewable energy investments.  The following states and territories are received awards July 20th: Colorado - $19.7M; Delaware - $9.7M; Indiana - $27.4M; Louisiana - $28.7M; Massachusetts - $21.9M; Pennsylvania - $39.9M; Puerto Rico - $14.8M 
For full text of this announcement, please visit: Link
DOE Releases National Wind Power Assessment:
July 20th, the new "Wind Technologies Market Report" from DOE noted the United States had the fastest-growing wind power market in the world and surpassed Germany in 2008 as the nation with the most wind power capacity. Wind accounted for 42 percent of the new power added nationwide in 2008, the highest level ever.  However, wind still accounts for just under 2 percent of U.S. power generation overall.  The report also includes detailed sections on: 1) Installation, industry, and price, cost, and performance trends, 2) Policy and market drivers, and 3) Future outlook. 

For the full DOE “Wind Technologies Market Report,” please visit: Link
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