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Ms. Marlene H. Dortch

Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

45 L Street NE

Washington, DC 20554

Submitted electronically to:

Re: ET Docket 21-232: Third Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Measures to
Strengthen the Equipment Authorization Program

Dear Ms. Dortch,

The Business Council for Sustainable Energy (BCSE) appreciates the opportunity to
provide comments on the Federal Communications Commission’s Third Further Notice
of Proposed Rulemaking seeking comments on a broad set of measures to strengthen
the security and integrity of its equipment authorization program.

BCSE is a coalition of companies and trade associations that deploy a broad range of
critical energy solutions, with a sector focus on energy efficiency, natural gas, renewable
energy, energy storage and sustainable transportation.

BCSE is continuing to gather feedback from its members regarding the Commission’s
recent Covered List actions affecting power inverters and the proposals in this
proceeding. At this stage, BCSE wishes to emphasize the importance of a transparent,
predictable process that provides meaningful opportunities for industry engagement
and draws on relevant technical and sector-specific expertise as the Commission
develops and implements requirements affecting energy equipment.

The Commission’s August 20 revision to the definition of covered power inverters was a
constructive step toward greater clarity. At the same time, significant questions remain
regarding the interpretation and implementation of the Covered List requirements.

Given the range and complexity of equipment that may be affected, BCSE encourages
the Commission to continue engaging directly with manufacturers, energy companies,
trade associations, and other affected stakeholders as it addresses these questions.
Industry input is particularly important to ensure that definitions and implementation
guidance reflect recognized technical standards, existing statutory and regulatory
definitions where appropriate, and the practical characteristics of energy-sector
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equipment and supply chains. Clear scope and terminology can help regulated entities
understand their obligations, reduce unintended impacts on equipment that does not
present the risk the Commission is seeking to address, and support consistent
implementation.

BCSE also encourages the Commission to provide transparent processes for resolving
qguestions regarding scope, applicability, compliance pathways, and implementation.
Where future actions could materially affect additional categories of energy equipment
or components, stakeholders should have a meaningful opportunity to provide technical
information and assess operational and supply-chain implications before requirements
take effect. Future expansion of the Covered List should be evaluated through
appropriate rulemaking processes with opportunity for stakeholder input.

The pace and sequencing of implementation are also important. Energy infrastructure
equipment can involve complex supply chains, product redesign, testing, certification,
procurement, and project-development timelines. Where new requirements necessitate
material changes to products or compliance processes, reasonable transition periods
and clearly articulated implementation guidance can help avoid unnecessary disruption
while advancing the Commission’s objectives.

BCSE supports the Commission’s efforts to address national security risks and believes
that strong industry engagement can help ensure that resulting requirements are
targeted, understandable, and workable. A process that incorporates issue-area
expertise and provides clear, consistent guidance will better enable companies to plan
for compliance while continuing to deploy the energy infrastructure needed to support
reliability, resilience, affordability, and growing energy demand.

BCSE is continuing to consult with its members and may provide additional feedback as
those discussions progress. We appreciate the Commission’s consideration of these
initial views and welcome continued engagement with the energy industry as this
proceeding moves forward.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments. Should you wish to discuss
BCSE’s views further, please contact me via email at ljacobson@bcse.org.

Sincerely,
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Lisa Jacobson
President, Business Council for Sustainable Energy
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