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April 30, 2020 
 
Center for Resource Solutions  
1012 Torney Avenue 
2nd Floor  
San Francisco, CA 94129 
 
Subject: BCSE Submission in response to the Open Comment Period for the Green-e Renewable Fuels Standard  

  for Canada and the United States 
 
The Business Council for Sustainable Energy (BCSE) is pleased to submit the following comments in response to the Open 
Comment Period for the Green-e Renewable Fuels Standard for Canada and the United States. 
 
Founded in 1992, the Council is a coalition of energy efficiency, natural gas and renewable energy companies and 
associations.  Its membership includes investor-owned and public utilities, independent power producers, 
manufacturers, technology providers, energy services companies, and sector-specific trade organizations.   
 
BCSE is pleased to have an independent small business division under its banner, the Clean Energy Business Network 
(CEBN).  Together, BCSE and CEBN represent a broad range of the clean energy economy, from Fortune 100 companies 
to small businesses working in all 50 states. Together, these industries support over 3 million U.S. jobs. 
 
BCSE members have a strong understanding of the key policy, regulatory and market drivers that are necessary to help 
deploy technology.  Market transparency is a critical component.  Many BCSE members have experience with Green-e 
standards and certification programs and seek to serve as a resource as a standard is being developed for renewable 
fuels in North America. 
 
Further, several BCSE members are directly engaged in Renewable Natural Gas (RNG) markets – as producers, as end 
users, and as utilities that seek to offer RNG to customers.  As such, a number of these companies and associations 
intend to submit their own comments to CRS on this standard, including: the American Biogas Council, the America Gas 
Association, the American Public Gas Association, the Coalition for Renewable Natural Gas, and Gas Technology 
Institute, among others.  
 
Through this submission, the Council offers its perspectives on the important and growing role that renewable fuels can 
play in achieving sustainability and greenhouse gas emission reduction goals, especially in buildings and industrial 
applications.  BCSE also wishes to express its recognition of the value of Green-e standards and certification programs 
overall, as a benchmark of environmental quality.  
 
The Value of a Green-e Standard for Renewable Thermal Technologies 
 
RNG is a critical thermal renewable energy resource and an important pathway to meet sustainability and greenhouse 
gas emission reduction goals.  Used primarily in the transportation sector today, RNG is poised to grow as commercial 
and industrial customers seek to reduce the carbon footprints of their buildings and operations.  RNG can also be  
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offered to residential customers for direct use applications including space heating, hot water, cooking, clothes drying, 
and other end-uses. 
 
A Green-e standard and certification process for renewable fuels would provide transparent accounting and clear 
environmental disclosure.  This Standard will give purchasers of the certificates confidence that they are buying a 
renewable product with greenhouse gas reduction benefits. 
 
The Council, in partnership with BloombergNEF, released the eighth edition of the Sustainable Energy in America 
Factbook in February 2020.  The 2020 issue includes new data on RNG and hydrogen, demonstrating the increased 
commercial interest in these resources by customers and investors.   
 
Looking at the data sets below, RNG use in the transportation sector is growing.  Further, it has new expansion 

opportunities in the industrial, commercial and residential sectors as a replacement to – or when blended with – 
geologic natural gas. 
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Hydrogen and power-to-gas are also of increasing interest to end users.  A key to scaling up deployment of these 
technologies is cost reduction.  The table below shows the cost reductions over a five-year period based on changes in 
electrolyzer costs.  While not included in the draft Standard, CRS should expand the Standard to include hydrogen and 
power to gas production pathways. 
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BCSE looks forward to finalization and release of this Standard to certify renewable fuel production, sales and 
consumption.  The Green-e standard will demonstrate environmental integrity to customers, increase awareness of 
renewable thermal resources and expand deployment. 
 
Section 4 – Definitions 
 
BCSE recommends that an alternative term to EAC be adopted.  Suggestions offered by BCSE members include: 
Environmental Attribute Certificate, Renewable Gas Certificate or Renewable Gas Credit.  These terms better reflect the 
low-carbon and renewable characteristics of the attribute.  In addition, these terms would differentiate the renewable 
fuels certificate with other natural gas related labeling and disclosure terms that are under development. 
 
Section 6 – Production Facility 
 
Biomass gasification, power-to-gas and hydrogen are important production processes and will increase in demand as 
commercial and industrial customers seek to reduce the carbon footprint of their buildings and operations.  If biomass 
gasification is not added as a production pathway in this Standard, BCSE urges CRS to indicate its intention to expand the 
Standard to include these pathways in the future. 
 
Section 9 – Carbon Intensity 
 
BCSE supports the requirement that an LCA and a CI be provided with each certificate.  This will provide purchasers with 
critical information on the environmental attributes of the certificates. 
 
Clear, consistent and transparent disclosure of RNG emission impacts is critical to strengthening this growing market.  
Disclosure of project specific or pathway LCA and CI scores is necessary to verify claims from suppliers and consumers 
about emission reductions.  Establishing an industrywide accounting method can help standardize and support market 
development.   
 
BCSE supports allowing averages or ranges to be disclosed for LCA and CI scores, but should not restrict producers from 
conducting project specific scoring if they choose.  Allowing averages or ranges to be used would broaden compliance 
options for producers.  Whatever accounting method is used by the RNG producer, should be clear and transparent for 
consumers.   
 
Section 12 – Geographic Location 
 
RNG from US, Canada and territories should be eligible to generate certificates and certificates should be allowed to be 
traded in locations where gas is not physically delivered to the same pipeline system. If RNG from an accredited facility is 
being produced and consumed, the certificates generated from that fuel should be eligible for trading whether or not 
the buyers and producers are connected to the same pipeline system. 
 
Closing 
 
The Business Council for Sustainable Energy appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the Green-e 
Renewable Fuels Standard for Canada and the United States.  Please contact bcse@bcse.org for any questions related to 
this submission. 
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